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The writing problems of struggling 
writers are a handwriting and spelling 
problem 
 
Text Transcription Processes such as Handwriting 
and Spelling interfere with the writing of students. 

 
Advantages for Dictation 
 
 350% increase in length 

 
 300% reduction in grammatical errors 

 
 878% increase in composing speed 

 
 Better Overall Writing Quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Variance in Writing Performance Accounted for 
in the Primary Grades 
 
 Compositional Fluency:  

– 66% of Var. 
 
 Compositional Quality:  

– 25% of Var. 
 

Variance in Writing Performance Accounted for 
in the Intermediate Grades 
 
 Compositional Fluency:  
 

– 41% of Var. 
 
 Compositional Quality:  
 

– 42% of Var.  
 
Handwriting and Spelling interfere with writing 
through their effects on: 
 
 Content Generation 
 Planning 
 Sentence Construction 

 
 
 



SPELLING PROGRAM 
 

A. Phonics Warm-up 
 
Show picture. 

 
Peer says letter that sound at start, middle, or end 
makes. 

 
Feedback as needed. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Peer mediated Word Study 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Word Sorting (patterns long and short vowels) 

 
 

Word Sort 
 
 

 mad  made  ? 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
Peer-Mediated 

 
Transfer by generating own words and looking for 
words that fit the patterns. 



C. Word Study 
 
 

1. Rockets 
 

 Graph Busters: 
 Say word and study letters. 
 Close eyes and say the letters. 
 Study letters again. 
 Write word 3 times without looking. 
 Check spelling and correct any misspellings. 
 Graph number of correct practices. 

-------------------------------------------- 
 Transfer from word sort by studying words that 

fit the pattern. 
 
 

i. Games 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Alternative - Add A Word 
 
1. Say It 
2. Study the Letters 
3. Write From Memory 
4. Check Spelling 
  
 (Criteria: 6 times in a row for 2 days) 
 
 

D. Word Hunt 
 
 
 
 

E. Word Building 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

F. Unit Graphing 
 
 
 
 
 



Handwriting Program 
 
 
 
Handwriting Speed 
 
   Girls    Boys 
Grade  1  21    17 

   2  36    32 
           3  50    45 
            4  66    61 
            5  75    71 
            6  91    78 
            7  109    91 
            8  118    112 
            9  121    114 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Letter Knowledge 
 
 Alphabet song 
 Matching letter card to name 
 Matching name to letter card 
 Before and After Letter 

 
 

B. Letter Practice 
C. Fluency Practice 
D. Letter Fun 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Alternative for fluency 
 

 
 

 


