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The courage to change 

January 23, 2009 

Colorado Courage to Risk Conference 

Dr. Ed O’Leary 

Transition Issues – 2008/2009!

1.!State Performance Plans – 
Accountability for Results 

2.!Graduation requirements 

3.!Self Advocacy, Self Determination, 
Self Directed IEP Training 

4.!Form Driven IEP Meetings and  
PROCESS 

5.!Age for transition services 

6.!Involvement of Outside Agencies 
in Transition Planning 

Meeting the Transition Services 
Requirements of IDEA 

       National Council on Disability 
       January 25, 2000 
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TRANSITION 

Passing the Baton 

Effective Transition 
Planning 

Why Is Effective Transition Planning 
Important? 
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What Needs to 
Change 

Self Advocacy 
Self Determination 

Self Directed IEP Training 
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Self Advocacy, Self Determination 
Self Directed IEP Training 

IEP FORMS 
Drive the meeting process and agenda 

Not prompting IEP teams to do what is required 

Use antiquated terms and language 
–!  Statements of… 
–! Post School Vision/Outcomes 

Missing basic transition requirements 
–! Measurable Post Secondary Goals 
–! Age appropriate transition assessment 
–! Transition Services 

•! Course of Study 
•! Coordinated set of Activities 
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Transition 

Creative Solutions 
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IEP Process for Transition Services 

Statement of 
Needed 

Transition 
Services (long 
range plan for 

adult life) 

O’Leary, E., 1998 © Copyright 

Transi
Servic
range 

tion 
es (lo ng 
plan f or 

IEP Results Process for Transition 
Services 

OÕLeary, E., 2005 © Copyright 
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Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act of 2004 
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IDEA and Disability Policy 

Meeting the Transition 
Requirements and Transition 
Needs of Students Is As Easy 

As 

IEP Results Process for Transition 
Services 

OÕLeary, E., 2005 © Copyright 
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Transition Services Courses of Study 
IEP team, must determine what instruction and 

educational experiences will assist the student 
to prepare for the transition from secondary 
education to post-secondary life.  

Focus on:  
—!Courses of study [all courses and educational 

experiences] 
—!How the educational program can be planned 

and relate directly to the student’s goals beyond 
secondary education 

—!Show how those courses are linked to those 
goals 

Promotes the concept that the high school 
program focuses on post-school results.  

Help students and family select courses of 
study that are meaningful and motivate 
students to complete their education. 

IEP Results Process for Transition 
Services 

OÕLeary, E., 2005 © Copyright 

•! Designed within a results -oriented process 

•! Focus on improving the academic and functional 
achievement of the child 

•! Facilitate movement from school to post-school 
activities 

•! Based on child's needs, taking into account the child's 
strengths , preferences, and interests 

•! includes instruction, related services, community 
experiences… 

Coordinated Set of Activities 
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Transition Services 
Courses of Study 
LONG RANGE EDUCATION PLAN 

Coordinated Set of Activities 
LONG RANGE PLAN FOR POST SCHOOL ADULT 

LIFE 

Coordinated Set of  Activities  

Coordinated Set of  STRATEGIES 

IEP Results Process for Transition 
Services 

OÕLeary, E., 2005 © Copyright 

TOMORROW/FUTURE 
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TOMORROW/FUTURE 

Just Once… 


